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She is bound to observe strict chastity, and if she fails to do so,
like a Vestal Virgin at Rome, she is put to death.1 The
Bergdama of South-west Africa attach great importance to
their domestic fire. We are told that a man of the tribe
would rather be without his hut than without his fire. The
chiefs fire is tended by his first wife. If it should go out it is
rekindled, like the Vestal fire at Rome, by the primitive
apparatus of the fire-drill,2
1 H. Meyer, Die Barundi, p. iSS.
1 H. Vedder, Die Bergdama (Hamburg, 1923), pp. 20-38.